
united church of canada  

restructuring remits  
 

Our United Church of Canada is involved in a process of making some significant 
changes in how we are organized and governed. The proposed changes are outlined in a 

series of remits. United Church of Canada congregations have been asked to vote  on 5 of 

the 8 remits. A special meeting of our congregation was held on January 15, 2017 , to 

discuss and provide input relating to the first four remits and the Board at the 

February 14, 2017, meeting voted support for the 4 remits which subsequently were 

passed by congregations and presbyteries nationally. Currently, work is underway to 
implement the following changes related to the remits:  

 

 Remit 1 - Change from a four to three Court structure with three levels of governance: 
Communities of Faith (formerly congregations); Regional Councils (replacing 

presbyteries and conferences) and a Denominational Council (replacing the General 

Council of the United Church of Canada). Red Deer Lake United Church is currently a 
member of the Calgary Presbytery which is made up of 29 congregations. After 

December 31, 2018, presbyteries will no longer exist. Work is currently underway to 

determine the boundaries for the creation of Regional Councils. 

 Remit 2 - The process of transfers and settlements for ministers will be eliminated. 
 Remit 3 - An Office of Vocation will be established at the Denominational level to 

oversee an accreditation process for individuals eligible for ordination. 

 Remit 4 - A new funding model and a budgetary process for the United Church of 
Canada will be implemented.  

 

Remit 6 - One Order of Ministry 

As a congregation we have been asked to vote on one other remit, Remit 6-One Order of 

Ministry. This is the question to be voted on: 

At present there is one order of ministry that is made up of ordained ministers, 

ordained to word, sacrament and pastoral care, and diaconal ministers, 
commissioned to education, service and pastoral care. There is also a category of 

ministry made up of those who are recognized as designated lay ministers following 
successful completion of a specific program of study.  Does the presbytery/pastoral 

charge agree that there should be one new order of ministry encompassing the 

present categories of recognized designated lay ministers, diaconal ministers, and 
ordained ministers, with ordination to the ministry of word, sacrament, education, 

service and pastoral care as the single rite of entry, and with provision for the 

continued identity of the diakonia within the ordained ministry? 

 

The United Church of Canada provides the following explanation for considering this change: 

While each is distinctive in definition and history, several task groups have identified the 

difficulty in distinguishing among the various streams of ministry in the United Church; in 

particular, explaining the functional difference among designated lay ministry, diaconal 
ministry, and ordained ministry. Moreover, various surveys have pointed to congregations 

not being concerned about the differences among the various streams of ministry, but rather 

deeply concerned about effective and faithful ministry leadership. 

 

The reality on the ground is that each stream is commonly appointed or called to similar 

functions in solo pastoral ministry leadership, including the sacraments. Recent proposals 
for authorizing diaconal ministers for the sacraments as a rite of commissioning have further 

minimized distinctions. Most diaconal and designated lay ministers are already authorized 

by their Conferences for the sacraments. In relation to designated lay ministry, the word “lay” 

is often misunderstood. 

 

We encourage members of our congregation who are interested in having more background 

information in regard to Remit 6 as well as the other remits to make reference to the United 
Church of Canada website. https://www.gc42.ca/remits. 

 

The Red Deer Lake United Church Board will be VOTING on Remit 6 at the December 12, 2017 
meeting. If you have any questions or feedback you would like to bring to the attention of the 

members of the Board we encourage you to do so prior to that time. 
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